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suspidous. He gave the contractor £500 at first, took no receipt
from him. And so on. The consequence is that he has been imposed
upon, cheated and robbed right and left. Father Ignatius took us
into the Oratory, a tiny square room in the Cloister, fitted with a
lace and silk-covered altar upon which stands a super altar or
Tabernacle in which he informed us in a low awestruck voice was
'the Blessed Sacrament'. There was a couch in the room on which
he sleeps. The altar lace came from France, and was very expensive.
There was a crucifix above the altar. It came from Spain and had
been broken, but it was a beautiful figure. Father Ignatius said that
once when he was praying Gerald Moultrie who was present saw
the crucifix roll its eyes, then turn its head and look at Father
Ignatius. Father Ignatius confessed that neither he nor any of the
monks had ever seen the crucifix move. He did not know what to
think about it, but he could not help believing that Moultrie saw
what he declared he saw. He says that Moultrie is not at all an
excitable imaginative man. As he was talking about this in a low
eager whisper, he looked strange and wild and his eyes were starting
and blazing. He apologized for Mr. Lyne's not kneeling at the altar
by saying that his father did not believe in the Real Presence. He
knelt for a moment at the side of the altar.
Mr. Lyne was anxious to be going as they had ten miles to drive
down a bad road to Pontrilas. So they got their dog-cart. Clavering
drove and we parted in the lane. They drove off and I remained in
the lane talking to Father Ignatius. I had a good deal of conversation
with him then and at luncheon time. He told me that Lord Bute
came up to see him and the monastery a few days ago, and to make
enquiries. He greatly hopes Lord Bute may help him and send him
money. The Order of St. Benedict, Father Ignatius says, is now
worth about £60. The monks are supported entirely by his preach-
ing. He makes £1000 a year. He gets on much better with the Low
Church than with the High Church people he says, best of all with
the Dissenters who consider and call him a second Wesley. He
allows that a man must be of a very rare and peculiar temperament
to become and remain a monk. A monk he says must either be a
philosopher or a 'holy fool'. He also allows that monkery has a
strong tendency to drive people mad. Out of 50 novices he could
only reckon on making 3 monks. The rest would probably be
failures. One in seven was a large percentage.

